
From: rspiegel@edisonwetlands.org
To: Seppi, Pat; atempel@southplainfieldnj.com; boptac@verizon.net; donob@comcast.net;

gcullen@southplainfieldnj.com; info@edisongreenways.org; jshallenberger@princetonhydro.com;
mgallagher@princetonhydro.com; mmauro@excelenv.com; morleydan@verizon.net; Puvogel, Rich;
raritan.riverkeeper@verizon.net; Salkie, Diane; shannon@edisonwetlands.org; spnaturetrails@verizon.net;
wpasacrita@comcast.net; wstochel@earthlink.net; Mugdan, Walter; Prince, John

Cc: diegnan; karabinchak; lankey; mayorsp; pinkin; Zach McCue; alex.maldonado@mail.house.gov;
jeff.tittel@sierraclub.org; John Wiley; Lawra Dodge; Matt Mauro; Rich CHAPIN; Peter

Subject: RE: EPA Update: Woodbrook Road Dump Site - South Plainfield, NJ
Date: Tuesday, December 22, 2020 12:27:57 PM
Attachments: Administrator Woodbrook Memo Nov 12 Signed.pdf

OLEM Woodbrook Memo Nov 11 Signed_Redacted.pdf

Dear Ms. Seppi,

I am in receipt of your email, and am quite disturbed that the U.S. EPA is reopening the
Record of Decision, as our organization and the many interested stakeholders were expecting
that the planned remediation would be starting shortly. Instead, the memos that you forwarded
indicate otherwise, and that EPA is re-opening the decision process in Washington D.C.,
further delaying this cleanup with no clear scientific or regulatory reason.

It is also troubling to our organization, the Edison Wetlands Association (EWA), our more
than 1000 members, as well as the New Jersey state designated Dismal Swamp Preservation
Commission to which the EWA is a permanent member, that the U.S. EPA appears to be
undermining its mission of protecting human health and the environment. Using secretive,
redacted documents as rationale for this change in decision-making with no community
involvement or input is a complete turn away from EPA's mission of science, transparency and
protection of human health and the environment as entrusted by Congress.

I am respectfully requesting that the U.S. EPA delay submission of any materials to
Washington D.C. until such time as the agency can:

Hold a public hearing with ample time for the public to submit written or oral
comments, as well as review the ROD and relevant materials produced by the
Community Advisory Group
Allow Edison Wetlands Association and its technical advisors, Excel Environmental, to
provide EPA with supplemental materials with which EPA will provide to headquarters
as we have done in the past through the National Remedy Review Board process.
Allow additional time for the interested parties that you CC'd on this to review the
materials and prepare written comments due to the pandemic and upcoming holidays.

The request we are making is not only reasonable but is required under EPA's responsibility
and regulations to provide meaningful community involvement early in the decision-making
process.

I am available by cell at (732) 841-9375. Please make sure that Walter Mugdan and senior
management at U.S. EPA are forwarded this.

Respectfully yours,

Robert Spiegel
Executive Director
Edison Wetlands Association 
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Phone: (732) 321-1300
Fax: (732) 372-7866
www.edisonwetlands.org

The information in this e-mail is intended only for the use of the designated recipient(s) and
may contain confidential and privileged information. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient(s), you are hereby notified that you have received this email in error and
that any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.
If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the original message.

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: EPA Update: Woodbrook Road Dump Site - South Plainfield, NJ
From: "Seppi, Pat" <Seppi.Pat@epa.gov>
Date: Tue, December 22, 2020 9:07 am
To: "atempel@southplainfieldnj.com" <atempel@southplainfieldnj.com>,
"boptac@verizon.net" <boptac@verizon.net>, "donob@comcast.net"
<donob@comcast.net>, "gcullen@southplainfieldnj.com"
<gcullen@southplainfieldnj.com>, "info@edisongreenways.org"
<info@edisongreenways.org>, "jshallenberger@princetonhydro.com"
<jshallenberger@princetonhydro.com>, "mgallagher@princetonhydro.com"
<mgallagher@princetonhydro.com>, "mmauro@excelenv.com"
<mmauro@excelenv.com>, "morleydan@verizon.net" <morleydan@verizon.net>,
"Puvogel, Rich" <Puvogel.Rich@epa.gov>,
"raritan.riverkeeper@verizon.net" <raritan.riverkeeper@verizon.net>,
"rspiegel@edisonwetlands.org" <rspiegel@edisonwetlands.org>, "Salkie,
Diane" <Salkie.Diane@epa.gov>, "Seppi, Pat" <Seppi.Pat@epa.gov>,
"shannon@edisonwetlands.org" <shannon@edisonwetlands.org>,
"spnaturetrails@verizon.net" <spnaturetrails@verizon.net>,
"wpasacrita@comcast.net" <wpasacrita@comcast.net>,
"wstochel@earthlink.net" <wstochel@earthlink.net>
Cc: diegnan <sendiegnam@njleg.org>, karabinchak
<Asmkarabinchak@njleg.org>, lankey <mayorlankey@edisonnj.org>, mayorsp
<anesh@southplainfieldnj.com>, pinkin <ASWpinnkin@njleg.org>

Good Morning Woodbrook CAG members, elected officials and other interested
parties,
Last week I shared with you a Community Update regarding EPA’s technical review of
our 2013 cleanup plan for the Woodbrook Road Superfund site. The decision to
review the remedy was made by the EPA Administrator based on a recommendation
from the Assistant Administrator for EPA’s Office of Land and Emergency
Management. Many of you have asked to see the recommendation, so I am sharing
two attached memos. These will be posted to the EPA webpage for the site:
www.epa.gov/superfund/woodbrook-road.
Please share these memos with anyone you feel might be interested and don’t
hesitate to contact me with any questions.
Thank you and a very happy holiday to all!!
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Pat


